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University Students Feel Guilty About Texting In Class, UNH 
Student Survey Shows
February 23, 2011 
DURHAM, N.H. – A survey of more than 1,000 students at the University of New 
Hampshire shows that many don’t believe texting should be allowed during class and 
almost half feel guilty about doing so when they’re not supposed to.
Conducted by student researchers at the UNH Whittemore School of Business and 
Economics, the study looked at the texting behaviors of students. The survey was 
administered by members of a marketing research class led by adjunct professor Chuck 
Martin. A total of 1,043 students from all colleges at the university were surveyed. 
The survey results showed that while many students do not believe texting should be 
allowed in class, almost half – 49 percent – feel guilty texting in class when it is not 
allowed. Slightly more than half (51 percent) are distracted from class material when they 
text. About half of the students (51 percent) said they are prohibited from texting in up to half of their 
classes. The remaining 49 percent said they are prohibited from texting in more than half of their classes.
"I wasn't surprised by the results, but I was surprised to see that some teachers didn't prohibit texting in 
their classes," said Gretchen Eastman, one of the lead student researchers on the study.
The study found that business students are the most prolific texters, and that women are more apt to text 
than men. The survey showed that 65 percent of students send at least one text message in a typical 
class. 
The UNH Whittemore School of Business and Economics offers a full complement of high-quality programs 
in business, economics, accounting, finance, information systems management, marketing, and hospitality 
management. Programs are offered at the undergraduate, graduate, and executive development levels. 
The school is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, the premier 
accrediting agency for business schools worldwide.
The University of New Hampshire, founded in 1866, is a world-class public research university with the feel 
of a New England liberal arts college. A land, sea, and space-grant university, UNH is the state's flagship 
public institution, enrolling 12,200 undergraduate and 2,300 graduate students. 
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Editors and Reporters: Detailed survey results are available here
Media Contact: Lori Wright | 603-862-0574 | UNH Media Relations 








Copyright © 2012 UNH Media Relations, 15 Strafford Ave, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH 03824.
UNH is part of the University System of New Hampshire.
ADA Acknowledgement | Privacy Policy | UNH Home | E-mail Webmaster
Page 1 of 1University Students Feel Guilty About Texting in Class, UNH Student Survey Shows
1/16/2018http://www.unh.edu/delete/news/cj_nr/2011/feb/lw23texting.cfm.html
